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SOUTH AFRICA

In South Africa, the grading system used in secondary schools until 2008 (when the education
minister implemented Outcomes Based Education or OBE curriculum) was as follows:

e Code 7 (A+ Symbol): 80 - 100%
e Code 6 (A Symbol): 70 - 79%

e Code 5 (B Symbol): 60 - 69%

e Code 4 (C Symbol): 50 - 59%

e Code 3 (D Symbol): 40 - 49%

e Code 2 (E Symbol): 30 - 39%

e Code 1 (F Symbol): 0 - 29%

The OBE system, when in its experimental stages, originally used a scale from 1 - 4 (a pass
being a 3 and a '1st class pass' being above 70%), but this system was considered far too
coarse and replaced by a scale from 1 to 7.

For the final standard exams, a 'normal pass' is given for an average mark 50%-59%, and a
distinction is given for an average of 80% or more.

Most universities follow a model based on the British system. Thus, at the University of Cape
Town and the University of South Africa (UNISA), the percentages are calibrated as follows: a
1st class pass is given for 75% and above, a second (division one) for 70 - 74%, a second
(division two) for 60%-69%, and a third for 50 - 59%. Any lower than 40% is a fail. The
University of the Witwatersrand considers an A to be 75% and above.

source: Department of Basic Education SA https://www.education.gov.za/
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EDUCATION IN

SOUTH AFRICA

QUICK FACTS

Population Compulsory Education
55,600,000 Grade 9

(2016, government census)

Language & Academic Year
Instruction

1 official languages-
English, Afrikaans, Sepedi,
Sesotho, Setswana, Xhosa,
Swati, and Zulu

February - November at
universities

NUMBER OF SOUTH AFRICAN STUDENTS
IN THE UNITED STATES

2014/2015 2015/2016
Total: 1,838 Total: 1,813
Other/OPT Other/OPT
21% Undergracuate  17% Undergraduate

% %

raduate

30%

ta,2014/2015

Source: lIE Doors Data, 2015/2016

©2017 World Education Services. All rights reserved.

GRADING SCALE & U.S. EQUIVALENT

Higher Education Grading Scale

Scale U.S.Grade Equivalent
75-100 A
70-74 A
60-69 B
50-59 ©
0-49 F

WES DOCUMENT REQUIREMENTS

Required Documents

Secondary Education

External examination results for the Senior Certificate
sent directly by UMALUSI.

Higher Education

Academic transcripts for all programs of study - sent
directly by the institutions attended.

Photocopies of all degree certificates - submitted by the
applicant.

https://wenr.wes.org/2017/05/education-south-africa

EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM

Note: Not all
awards or study
patterns are
included

postgraduate

Master

National
Diploma
Bachelor
Honours

undergraduate

National

Bachelor Certificate

National Senior Certificate - NSC
(secondary education: further training
and eduation phase, grade 10- 12)

Senior Phase
(secondary education: general education
and training phase, grade 7 - 9)

Intermediate Phase
(primary education, grade 4 - 6)

Foundation Phase (incl. Reception Phase)
(primary education, grade R - grade 3)

Source: Nuffic

wenr.wes.org
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There are different types of acceptable grading systems around the world. They are classified
into seven types:

1.
2.
3.

ol

Grading Percentage— from 0 to 100 percent

Letter Grading and Variations — from A grade to F grade

Standard-referenced Grading— typically comparing students to each other with letter
grades

. Mastery Grading — Students are rated as ‘masters’ or ‘passers’ until their

accomplishment reaches a defined level.

. Common Scale— Pass/Falil
. Rating of Expectations (or grading of absolute standards) — Comparing student

success with a pre-established performance level of quality

. Narrative Grading — Writing feedback on learners

Grading Systems (by country)

Grading Systems (by country)

Qualities of a Good Grading System

The following are a few qualities that can help us determine which grading systems can be
considered as ‘good’.
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A good grading system clearly and accurately communicates results to students,

parents, and teachers.

¢ Like in any other field of living, a good grading system ensures consistency and fairness
in the assessment of learning.

¢ Fairness can only be implied when the system recognises which students need special
attention or cannot cope up with their studies.

¢ A good grading system measures academic progress and achievement separately from
character traits, and behaviors, so that parents and teachers can accurately determine
the difference between learning needs and behavioral needs.

¢ A good grading system doesn’t demotivate students, instead helps them understand

their aptitude and excel academically as well as in life.

source: https://leverageedu.com/blog/grading-systems/
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Welcome to our Classroom Wiki on Grading Systems around the globe

Please choose an area of interest and contribute to it.

Feel free to edit pages or create your own. Always clearly identify the source you have used.
Our classroom wiki should be a unique reflection of our cultural interests and experiences in the
field of education.

Have fun!

RATIONALE (making the
teaching process visible) - Why are we using a Classroom Wiki?

1. Collaborative learning:
As we all have individual interests and experiences which we bring into the group, we can draw
on this rich resource together in order to create - very quickly - a substantial library of

educational topics relevant to us, e.g.

International summative assessment tools
Grading Systems (by country)

2. Wiki content creation as teaching tool and independent learning resource:
Experiencing the creation of Wiki content as "reflective" learner will allow you to identify pitfalls
and avoid them when using this learning tool as future teacher with your own classes.

5/6


https://studip.uni-passau.de/studip/wiki.php?cid=69246f89d0bd5b0d55d5663a249766ac&wiki_comments=icon&keyword=International+summative+assessment+tools
https://studip.uni-passau.de/studip/wiki.php?cid=69246f89d0bd5b0d55d5663a249766ac&wiki_comments=icon&keyword=International+summative+assessment+tools

Wiki von "Global Classrooms: Educational Journeys"

STUD.IP. Seite: Wikiwikiweb

Be reflective, be critical: What could be improved? Are all sources quoted correctly?
Would you set this Wiki task as a teacher? Would you write this "welcome page"? How
could it be written better? What guidance is missing?

"One of the primary reasons to use wikis is because they help your students reach Bloom’s
higher order skills — things like creating and evaluating. Additionally, wikis achieve many

of Chickering and Ehrmann good teaching practices including cooperation between students,
active learning, prompt feedback from peers, time on task, the articulation of high expectations,
and support for diverse talents. Practically, we also think that wikis are a good tool to use
because access and editing can be controlled by the instructor thus making a wiki public or
private. Additionally, wikis are accessible online and include user friendly features that require
little training. It’'s likely your students will know exactly what to do!"

(Vanderbilt University, Centre for Teaching, Teaching Guides, Wiki. Available
at https://cft.vanderbilt.edu/guides-sub-pages/wikis/)
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